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phyllaries separate nearly to the base and not cup-like, and
outer phyllaries very short and broad, must then determine
which of these species and varieties of Thelesperma (none
of which fits the description) must be called by that name.
Even if we gratuitously assume that poor artistry and careless observation are responsible for the discordant critical
points in the original figure and description, it is still necessary to account for the appearance of a species of the exclusively western and southwestern genus Thelesperma in
European gardens some years prior to 1811, before any
botanical explorer had collected within the ranges of the
various species and varieties of "Thelesperma trifidum."
Poiret quotes a herbarium note of Lamarck's, to the effect
that his plant was known to Ray ( d. 1705) , who called it
marilandicum, coeruleum, monanthos"
"Chrysanthemum
(italics mine). The earliest plant collector to enter the territory of the group of so-called Thelesperma trifidum (western Nebraska to central Texas, westward and southward)
was Dr. Edwin James, who followed the Canadian River
across the Texas Panhandle from the Rocky Mountains on
Long's Expedition in the summer of 1820, and the catalogue
of his plants (by Torrey; see Ann. Lye. N.Y. 2: 215) includes nothing referable to Thelesperma ! The earliest introduction of Thelesperma into European horticulture apparently was by Drummond, who (according to Hooker) sent
seeds to England from Texas in 1835 [actually 18341. However distressing it may be to students of the simple, muchworked flora of the Gray's or Britton & Brown's "Manual
Range," I can se~ no valid grounds for retaining the name
Thelespernw trifidurn for any species of the genus. Many
more such upsets are to be expected as attention is finally
given to the rich, complex, and long neglected flora of the
South and Southwest.

Notes
PUBESCENS Nutt. var. glabrifolia Shinners, var. nov.-FORESTIERA
A specie differt foliis utrinque glab1·is. TYPE: 12½ miles north-northeast of Walnut Springs, Bosque Co., Texas, Shinners 11331, May 26,
1949 (in Herb. SMU). "Thin soil over limestone. Arching, half-viney
Berries
ground.
shrub 1 m. high, branches curved and touching
[drupes] very juicy, slate blue." At first mistaken for F. acuminata
species with leaves two to three times
(Michx.) Poir., a southeastern
as large, usually credited to Texas ( e.g., in Rehder's Mnnzrnl of Culti-
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tivated Trees and Shrubs, ed. 2, p. 790, 1940). Some specimens also
mistaken for F. neomexicana Gray which this variety resembles in
having glabrous leaves. In F. neomexicana, of Trans-Pecos Texas to
Utah and California, the fruiting pedicels are 2-3.5 (according to
Rehder 3-4) mm. long, the fruits 5-7 (according to Rehder, 4-5) mm.
long; in F. pubescens and its variety, the pedicels are 3-6 mm. long,
the fruits 6-9 mm. It should be noted that Adelia parvifl,ora (Gray)
Small, Fl. S.E. U.S. 919-920, 1903, based on Forestiera acuminata var.
parviflora Gray, Proc. Amer. Acad. 4: 364, 1860, is identical with
F. rwvmexfoana, though Small applied the name to the n<cw v:uiPty
here described. (The combination had been published earlier by Coville,
Contrib. U.S. Nat. Herb. 4: 148, 1893.) Gray cited specimens collected
by Fendler, Wright, and Bigelow (in that order), from near Santa Fe,
New Mexico, below El Paso, Texas, and at Semeleuque Springs, [along
the Rio Grande (locality not determined)],
respectively. The followadditional collections of Forestiera pubescens var. glabrif olia, all from
central or north-central
Texas, are in the Herbarium
of Southern
Methodist University. BROWN Co.: Rock Spring Creek, J. Reverchon
2763, Aug. 12, 1877 (leafy branches only). MITCHELL Co.: roekv sandstone banks, Lone Wolf Creek, N.W. ¼ Sec. 39, T.&P. R.R. Block 26,
Richard W. Pohl 4829, April 22, 1945. PALO PINTO Co.: 4 mi. n. of
Mineral Wells, Eula Whitehouse 15869, June 2, 1946. WISE Co.: 21/4
mi. w. of Rhome on old sand road near Trinity River, Whitehouse
15088, April 6, 1946.--Lloyd
H. Shinners

HEDYOTISCRASSIF0LIARaf. var. micrantha Shinners, var. nov.--A
specie differt corollis albis minutis (tuba 1-2 mm. longa !obis 1.5-2.0
mm. longis) capsula minore (2 mm. lata 1.4 mm. alta). TYPE: 7.8
miles southeast
of Timpson, Shelby Co., Texas, Eula Whitehouse
20848, March 18, 1949 (in Herb. Southern
Methodist University).
"Pine belt, near stream. Annual; corolla white." This small whiteflowered variety grows with the species on grassy roadsides in sandy
soil in southeast
Texas. H. crassifolia itself
(Houstonia pusilla
Schoepf, H. patens Ell.) is much more common and widespread, extending west to Palo Pinto and Travis counties. It differs in having
larger blue-violet or occasionally lilac corollas (tube 3-5 mm. long,
lobes 2.5-4 mm.) and larger capsules (2.5-5 mm. wide, 1.7-2.6 mm.
high). The allied H. minima (Beck) T.&G., white- or occasionally
pink-flowered, has corollas as large or slightly larger than in H. crassif oli'a, and calyx lobes extending about a third or less the distance to
the summit of the corolla tube, instead of half way to almost the
whole distance. Two other collections of H. crassifolia var. micrantha
are in the SMU Herbarium, both from Texas, and both without fruit.
POLK Co.: 3 ¼ mi. s. of Corrigan, V. L .. Cory 53933, March 6, 1948.
RUSK Co.: 2½ mi. nw. of Henderson, Cory 54887, March 11, 1949.-Lloyd H. Shinners

EDITORS' NOTE: Copies of Vol. 18, No. 2, were lllailed April 3, 1950.

